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1.0 Executive Summary

prepared in compliance with Section 319 of the Clean Water Act (CWA). The purpose

of the report is to provide an overview of progress made in reducing NPS pollution
and improving water quality in the State of Louisiana. NPS pollution is associated with a
number of activities, including agricultural production, forestry, sand and gravel mining,
urban stormwater runoff, construction, and individual home sewage systems. Although
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) has been designated as the lead
agency for the NPS Program, many other agencies and organizations partner with LDEQ to
implement statewide and watershed activities to improve water quality. This interagency
coordination is the strength of Louisiana’s NPS Program, resulting in water quality
improvement and success stories for the state.

The Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2011 Nonpoint Source (NPS) Annual Report has been

During FFY 2011, the State of Louisiana continued to make progress in implementing the NPS
Management Plan. The draft 2011-2016 NPS Management Plan has been provided to U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 6 for final approval and is available
online at http://www.deqg.la.gov.

In addition to revising the NPS Management Plan, LDEQ prepared a success story for Bayou
Bartholomew and submitted it to USEPA Region 6 in 2011. LDEQ is currently addressing
USEPA’s comments on the success story. Bayou Bartholomew was delisted for dissolved
oxygen (DO) in 2010 and water quality data indicated reductions in total suspended solids
(TSS) and nutrients from implementation of agriculture, forestry, and pasture best
management practices (BMPs). LDEQ set a goal to prepare and submit three (3) NPS success
stories to USEPA in 2012.

During FFY 2011, LDEQ continued to focus on water quality problems associated with urban
stormwater runoff, construction activities on roads and highways, individual home sewage
systems, agricultural production, forestry activities, hydromodification and sand and gravel
mining operations. The NPS Program partnered with stakeholders in watersheds to replace,
update and/or remove failing sewage systems and provide the public with information on
maintaining their existing systems. Several of Louisiana’s parishes have experienced rapid
growth and development; therefore, establishing ordinances which require BMPs for new
and existing development and individual home sewage systems.

During FFY 2011, LDEQ’s NPS Program hosted the 4™ Annual Project Review meeting in
November. All projects funded by a CWA Section 319 grant were presented to LDEQ,
USEPA Region 6, watershed coordinators and partners implementing NPS projects. This
annual review meeting continues to provide an opportunity for active participants in the
grant program to share and/or exchange information and ideas on solving NPS problem:s.
During the meeting, 18 presentations were made on NPS projects and progress reports
were provided by each of the watershed coordinators.

This year NPS program staff participated in 27 educational outreach events for the public,
reaching approximately 13,524 people. These events allowed NPS and Source Water

|
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Protection Program (SWPP) staff to interact with community leaders, schools, churches, and
local residents. One highlight included LDEQ’s environmental stewardship message of “Be
the Solution” being broadcast in movie theaters across Louisiana, reaching approximately
752,587 people at 121 theaters during the summer movie season (July 1-September 30™).

The NPS Program continued to focus on priority watersheds with LDEQ’s coordinators and
NPS staff partnering with stakeholders to reduce NPS pollutants and improve water quality in
Louisiana. Through stakeholder involvement, watershed implementation and targeted
water quality monitoring, NPS pollutants can be reduced and the state’s water quality should
improved. Two (2) new watershed task forces in Orleans and Terrebonne parishes were
formed and St. Martin, St. Landry, St. Mary, and Iberia parishes agreed to monitor water
quality in Bayou Teche.

Highlights of the State’s NPS Management Program for FFY 2011 included:

e LDEQ prepared and submitted a success story to USEPA for Bayou Bartholomew;

e LDEQ continued implementing (24) NPS projects to reduce NPS pollution entering the
state’s water bodies;

e LDEQ continued watershed planning and implementation activities with nine (9)
watershed coordinators located throughout the state;

e LDEQ continued working through their Geographic Information System (GIS) Center
on detailed satellite imagery classification of land-uses for Calcasieu, Ouachita, and
Sabine River Basins. This data is utilized for watershed planning and BMP
implementation in impaired watersheds as well as protection of healthy watersheds;

e LDEQ partnered with United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the
Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI) to select monitoring sites in priority
watersheds in Louisiana;

e LDEQ expended approximately $2.7 million of Section 319 grant funds to implement
projects to reduce NPS pollution and improve water quality;

e LDEQ included a new water quality goal in the revised NPS Management Plan to
partially or fully restore 37 NPS impaired water bodies by October 2016;

e LDEQ partnered with parishes and police juries to implement hydromodification BMPs
in hurricane-related stream restoration projects;

e LDEQ partnered with parishes to develop stormwater ordinances, requiring inclusion
of BMPs in new and existing developments; and

e LDEQ partnered with Louisiana Department of Natural Resources- Coastal Restoration
and Protection Authority (LDNR-CPRA) to finalize responses to comments on
Louisiana’s Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program (CNPCP).

In FFY 2012, LDEQ will continue to partner with watershed coordinators on watershed
implementation plans (WIPs) to restore water bodies impaired by NPS pollutants. Through
partnerships and close coordination with Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
(LDAF), LDEQ will implement agricultural activities and management practices to reduce
NPS pollutants in more than 10 watersheds, with a goal of improving water quality in 37
water bodies by October 2016. LDEQ will also continue to partner with stakeholders on
statewide programs to reduce NPS pollutants from agriculture, forestry, home sewage
systems, hydromodification, sand and gravel mining and urbanized areas.
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2.0 Water Quality Improvement

restoring NPS impaired waters. USEPA’s National Water Program included three (3)

water quality measures for states to report NPS improvements; WQ-09(a-c), WQ-10 and
SP-12. Louisiana reports on measure WQ-09(c), which requests states to report on estimated
annual reductions in sediment from NPS to the state’s water bodies. During FFY 2011, LDAF
reported 28,224 tons or 56 million pounds of sediment were reduced through
implementation of agricultural BMPs in Mermentau River Basin.

Louisiana’s NPS Program has made significant progress in restoring or partially

Measure WQ-10 requests states to report on the number of water bodies identified in 2000
or subsequent years, primarily impaired by NPS pollutants that have been partially or fully
restored. The state’s 1999/2000 Integrated Report (IR) included approximately 155 water
bodies with NPS-related impairments. Of those original 155 NPS impaired water bodies, 26
have been fully restored and 109 have been partially restored. Since 1999, LDEQ increased
the number of water bodies it monitors and assesses on a bi-